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(c) The DOD code and registration 
number assigned by the DOD compo-
nent accountable for the motor vehicle.

§ 102–34.120 Where is motor vehicle 
identification placed on purchased 
and leased motor vehicles? 

(a) On most motor vehicles. On the left 
side of the rear window, 11⁄2 inches or 
less from the bottom of the window. 

(b) On motor vehicles without rear win-
dows or where identification on the rear 
window would not be easily seen. Cen-
tered on both front doors or in any ap-
propriate position on each side of the 
motor vehicle. 

(c) On trailers. Centered on both sides 
of the front quarter of the trailer in a 
conspicuous location.

§ 102–34.125 Before we sell a motor ve-
hicle, what motor vehicle identifica-
tion or markings must we remove? 

You must remove all motor vehicle 
identification before you transfer the 
title or deliver the motor vehicle.

LICENSE PLATES

§ 102–34.130 Must our motor vehicles 
use Government license plates? 

Yes you must use Government li-
cense plates, with the exception of 
motor vehicles exempted under § 102–
34.180, § 102–34.195, and § 102–34.200.

§ 102–34.135 Do we need to register 
motor vehicles owned or leased by 
the Government? 

For a motor vehicle owned or leased 
by the Government that is regularly 
based or operated outside the District 
of Columbia and displaying U.S. Gov-
ernment license plates and motor vehi-
cle identification, you need not reg-
ister it in a State, Commonwealth, ter-
ritory or possession of the United 
States. Motor vehicles exempted under 
§ 102–34.180, § 102–34.195, or § 102–34.200 
must be registered and inspected in ac-
cordance with the laws of the State, 
Commonwealth, territory or possession 
of the United States where the motor 
vehicle is regularly operated.

§ 102–34.140 Where may we obtain U.S. 
Government license plates? 

For detailed instructions and an or-
dering form to obtain U.S. Government 
license plates, contact the: Super-

intendent of Industries, District of Co-
lumbia, Department of Corrections, 
Lorton, VA 22079.

NOTE TO § 102–34.140: You may, but are not 
required to obtain license plates from the 
District of Columbia, Department of Correc-
tions.

§ 102–34.145 How do we display license 
plates on motor vehicles? 

(a) Display official U.S. Government 
license plates on the front and rear of 
all motor vehicles owned or leased by 
the Government. The exception is two-
wheeled motor vehicles, which require 
rear license plates only. 

(b) You must display U.S. Govern-
ment license plates on the motor vehi-
cle to which the license plates were as-
signed. 

(c) Display the U.S. Government li-
cense plates until the motor vehicle is 
removed from Government service or is 
transferred, or until the plates are 
damaged and require replacement. 

(d) For motor vehicles owned or 
leased by DOD, follow DOD regula-
tions.

§ 102–34.150 What do we do about a 
lost or stolen license plate? 

You should report the loss or theft of 
license plates as follows: 

(a) U.S. Government license plates. Tell 
your local security office (or equiva-
lent) and local police. 

(b) District of Columbia or State license 
plates. Tell your local security office 
(or equivalent) and either the District 
of Columbia, Department of Transpor-
tation, or the State agency, as appro-
priate.

§ 102–34.155 What records do we need 
to keep on U.S. Government license 
plates? 

You must keep a central record of all 
U.S. Government license plates for 
your agency’s motor vehicle purchases 
and motor vehicle leases. The GSA 
Fleet must keep such a record for GSA 
Fleet vehicles. The record must iden-
tify: 

(a) The motor vehicle to which each 
set of plates is assigned. 

(b) The complete history of any reas-
signed plates. 

(c) A list of destroyed or voided li-
cense plate numbers.
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